SOCIALISM AND NATIONALISM
only anarchists because they have no chance of
becoming rulers ?"
"Of course," he replied; "every anarchist is a
dictator who has missed fire."
"But since you feel that you yourself were
educated by the revolutionary spirit of your
youth, by rebelliousness and originality, why is
it that to-day you enforce obedience and order
upon the young, and construct a new bureau-
cracy, you who made mock of the old one ?"
"You are mistaken," he tranquilly objected.
"In our fathers' days, governments had not a
sufficient sense of the State. Besides, new times
have brought new tasks for the nation; if there
is to be a maximum of efficiency, there must be
a maximum of order. Here in Italy we have
realised as much as is realisable in the present
phase of development. As regards bureaucracy,
I admit the force of your criticism, but bureau-
cracy is inevitable. Concerning order, we have to
do with historical necessities. We are living in
the third act of the drama. There comes a moment
when every revolutionist grows conservative."
"It ought to make you long-suffering when
you remember your own imprisonment, and when
those who used to be your friends have become
.your foes."
"Well,   I  have  not  troubled  those  of my
7*